
 

AZ CAREER PROSECUTOR COURSE 
 

July 22 – July 27, 2018 

Phoenix, Arizona 
 

 

 

 

CASE THEORY 
 

 

Presented by: 
 

 

Chris Sammons 
Deputy Maricopa County Attorney 

Phoenix, Arizona 
 

 

Distributed by: 
 

ARIZONA PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 
1951 West Camelback Road, Suite 202 

Phoenix, Arizona 85015 
 

ELIZABETH ORTIZ 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 



CASE THEORY
SALVE VERITATE

(Saving the Truth)



CASE THEORY

DEFINITION

A coherent, detailed, accurate story of what 

occurred



Where do we go wrong?

• We tell the narrative from the perspective of the 

investigating officers.

• We create a narrative only from the facts of the case.

• Our narrative doesn’t account for all the evidence or 

lack thereof.

• We don’t force the jury to choose between our theory 

and the defense theory.





State v. Christopher Johnson





Opening Statement



THEORY?

• Officers on patrol

• See Defendant riding his bike

• Defendant riding on wrong side of the road

• Officers try to pull him over

• He runs from them

• Officers finally catch him

• Officers search him

• He has meth in his pocket



Defense Theory



STATE THEORY DEFENDANT’S TESTIMONY

D riding bike down the street D riding bike down the street

D sees police and flees D sees police and flees

Police search D and find meth Police search D and find meth



State’s 
Theory of the 

Case

Defense 

Theory of the 
Case



THE THEORIES DON’T CONTRADICT WITH EACH OTHER!!

State’s 
Theory of the 

Case

Defense 
Theory of the 

Case



=   HOW

THEORY OF THE CASE  =   WHY



Theory of the Case

• Defendant scores some meth.

• Defendant heading somewhere to smoke the 

meth.

• Defendant sees the police.

• Defendant flees because he doesn’t want to go to 

jail (because he knows he has meth!!)



Contradict Each Other



State’s 
Theory of the 

Case

Defense 

Theory of the 
Case



Defense Narratives

• Victim is a bad person

• Police investigation was bad

• Defendant acted in self-defense

• Defendant is the real victim



A Good Narrative Can 
Beat Your Facts



State v. Santiago Urenda



FACTS
• Victim was dating Defendant’s ex-girlfriend

• D & Ex-G lived in same house b/c had a baby together

• D had threatened to hurt the victim if he saw him again 

• Victim came to pick up girlfriend from D’s house

• Victim waiting for her in his truck in front of house

• Sees D outside his window with a gun

• Victim drives off as Defendant starts shooting at him



Mystery Casing
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Case Theory

• Theory needs to account for all of your evidence in 

the case or lack thereof

• Theory of the case determines what witnesses to 

call at trial and what questions to ask

• Every factual question should advance your theory, 

your theme, or eliminate confusion.



Jury Selection



Opening Statements



Direct Examination



Cross Examination



Closing Argument


